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Under the EU ENSEMBLES project, it was agreed that a set of controlled experiments repeated with
several different climate models would be designed and performed as a cross cutting activity in RT4,
linking WPs 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4. The broad aim of these experiments is to advance understanding of
the factors/processes controlling future climate and related uncertainty in climate forecasts. Seven
groups have committed to undertake the experiments.
A proposed design of the coordinated experiments in RT4 has been developed by UREADMM and
discussed at the RT4/RT5 meeting in Paris in February 2005. After a further discussion that involved
all of the partners, the set of coordinated experiments has been defined, which will seek to explore the
mechanisms involved in the land-sea warming ratio under increased CO2 concentrations.
A web site, http://www.cgam.nerc.ac.uk/research/ensembles-rt4/coord_exp/index.html, has been set up
and launched to provide coordination and data (e.g., common boundary conditions) to the coordinated
experiments activity. The web site contains an exhaustive and detailed description of the experimental
design, request diagnostics and data format. Furthermore, from the web site it will be possible to
download the data produced by the coordinated simulations. Data access is restricted to participating
groups.
The agreed simulations have been commenced by all of the participating groups.

