Minutes of the technical plenary sessions of the fourth meeting of 

COST action 728

held in Warsaw, Poland on 1-2 June 2006

Three meetings took place:

1. morning of June 1st 

2. afternoon of June 1st 

3. late morning of June 2nd 

ACTIONS

1. Ulrike Pechinger to clarify status of the second Austrian representative (this is part of the formal MCM business).
2. Ranjeet Sokhi to invite Professor Maithili Sharan to send an Expression of Commitment to COST728. See also MCM4/D16 – included in MC Actions.
3. It was decided that members should send relevant papers as they are published to be uploaded on the COST728 Web site. It was very important that all papers associated with the Action clearly acknowledge COST 728. 

4. Heinke Schlünzen to inform everyone about the deadlines for populating the data bank no later than 25th of June 2006.
5. Heinke Schlünzen to structure the WG4 activities into task and appoint task leaders.
6. Ranjeet Sokhi to circulate format and considerations on content of final report
7. Everyone involved in the COST728 should send a weblink to their institution to RSS.
8. Every country to send a short status report on relevant research, to be published on the COST728 Web-page. Ranjeet Sokhi will send guidelines for the format of the report. Deadline within 6 months.
9. Summary by WG leaders on task progress, to be circulated to the whole group.
10. All participants and Task and WG leaders should monitor their work commitments and highlight any impact on their contribution to COST 728. 

11. Everyone to send information on training courses to Marko Kaasik.
12. WG1 and WG3 should send information about their activities to be put on the COST728 Web page. The description should be made in the same format as the other two working groups. Deadline is around the end of June 2006 – already in MC Actions.

13. Barbara Fay pointed out that it would be good to update the information on the action on the Web-page. Therefore she proposed to try to update with current progress by mid July 2006.
MORNING MEETING ON 1st OF JUNE

Ranjeet Sokhi welcomed the participants and introduced new members. Each member state has 2 representatives in COST728. It was pointed out that status of the second member from Austria was not clear at the moment. 

ACTION 1: Ulrike Pechinger to clarify status of the second Austrian representative (this is part of the formal MCM business).

Ekaterina Batchvarova informed the group that the leaflet for COST728 has been printed and the final version will be published on the Web.

Alexander Baklanov reported that he had been in India where he met with Professor Maithili Sharan from the Centre of Atmospheric Science in New Delhi. Professor Maithili Sharan had previously expressed a wish to join the COST728 action and his participation was discussed at the MCM3. Professor Maithili Sharan’s research interests, such as air pollution modelling and boundary layer meteorology, are fully within the COST728 activities. India plans to create a centre for meso-scale processes, and Professor Maithili Sharan will likely be one of the leading researchers in the new centre. The meeting recommended that Professor Maithili Sharan should send an expression of commitment to COST728. Sylvain Joffre pointed out that the final decision on membership lies with the COST-domain group. The COST-domain group will base its decision on the formal letter of interest from the applicant.

ACTION 2: Ranjeet Sokhi to invite Professor Maithili Sharan to send an Expression of Commitment to COST728. See also MCM4/D16 – included in MC Actions.

Ranjeet Sokhi reported that he has contacted George Grell (NOAA, USA) who should act as an international expert for COST728. It was agreed that in principle it would be good to have George Grell on the team. The financial terms will be discussed at the MCM4 meeting.

Heinke Schlünzen reported that a link with the COST732 activities has been established.

Contact people have already been assigned to the main conferences in the field (ITM, ACCENT, UAQ, IAUC, SRNWP, EMS, Harmonisation), Item 6 of the MCM3 minutes. 

DECISION 1: It was decided to add the GEMS (Global Environmental Monitoring Systems) to the list and allocate Maria Athanassiadou to be a contact person. 

In conclusion the overall actions were met since the last meeting.
Maria Tombrou stated that she was not happy with the parallel meetings of the working groups (WG1 and WG4 meet in parallel, and so do WG2 and WG3). She proposed to merge WG2 and WG3. Ranjeet Sokhi was reluctant to accept such a change at this stage, because the WG’s are not sufficiently mature to adapt/discuss a merger. Alexander Baklanov pointed out that an overlap between WG2 and WG3 exists but is not large. After a lengthy discussion it was concluded that major changes in the WG structure would be destructive. The group gave consideration to Marias Tombrous’s comments and will consider how the working groups can cooperate with each other through common meetings, etc.

Ranjeet Sokhi pointed out that the action is behind schedule and should get on track with respect to deliverables. Alexander Baklanov pointed to the very successful workshop on specific topics that were organized by COST715. Sylvain Joffre drew attention to the importance of a good connection with ACCENT, GEMS and WMO through Liisa Jalkanen. Sylvain Joffre suggested inviting Liisa Jalkanen for a talk on the needs of WMO in this field. Sylvain Joffre also pointed out the importance of connecting to EUMETNET.

Ranjeet Sokhi drew attention to the need of an action plan to monitor progress in COST718 activities. There was no input from the audience on this proposal except that RSS will discuss this further during the meeting and with WG Leaders.
AFTERNOON MEETING ON 1st OF JUNE, SUMMARY FROM WG1 AND WG4 GROUPS
Working Group 1 on Meteorological parameterizations and applications
Peter Clark has resigned from COST728 and consequently also as working group leader for WG1. He has suggested that Maria Athanassiadou from the UK Met Office take over the chair for WG1 as she is willing to act as leader for WG1 if approved by the members. The chairman asked if others were willing to be candidates. Joanna Struzewska declared her candidature. Voting by group members resulted in a tie. However, an argument presented by Sylvain Joffre that the group leader should have strong connections with a national operational centre was taken into consideration, thus Maria Athanassiadou was appointed a WG1 leader. It was decided to appoint Joanna Struzewska a deputy leader of WG1.

DECISION 2: Maria Athanassiadou is leader of WG1 and Joanna Struzewska deputy leader.

Maria Athanassiadou presented activities of WG1.

The workplan was presented, it was divided into the following tasks and task leaders were appointed.

· T1 surface processes, task leader Ekaterina Batchvarova

· T2 boundary layer and turbulence, task leader Maria Tombrou

· T3 wet processes and radiation, task leader Maria Athanassiadou 

· T4 Applications, task leader Ranjeet Sokhi

Next the deliverables and the leaders for each deliverable were presented

D.1.1 responsible is Alexander Baklanov

D.1.2 is done by Heinke Schlünzen

The presentation was accepted by the audience. 

It was noted that people are encouraged to mention COST728 in publications.

ACTION 3: It was decided that members should send relevant papers as they are published to be uploaded on the COST728 Web site. It was very important that all papers associated with the Action clearly acknowledge COST 728. 
Working Group 4 on Development and evaluation tools and methodologies
Heinke Schlünzen presented the activities
The deliverables and the timetable for their completion were shown. Main deliverables include:

Overview on tools and methods for

· model evaluation

· datasets for model evaluation (meta-data)

· tools and methods for user training

· Recommendations for evaluation guidelines, aimed at developers

· documented framework for user training

· guidance for model results evaluation, aimed at end users and non-experts

Heinke Schlünzen presented a 5 piece data-bank system for quality assessment (QA) of models in COST728.

The data collection on models will stop at the end of June 2006. Ekaterina Batchvarova asked Heinke Schlünzen to send an e-mail to the group informing them about the deadline for the collection of data on models. It was decided that the e-mail should be sent about a week before the deadline – say on the 25th of June 2006.

ACTION 4: Heinke Schlünzen to inform everyone about the deadlines for populating the data bank no later than 25th of June 2006.

Although the data collection on models has a deadline July 2006, the data-base is a living entity that can be updated. Also, it was pointed out that the model name is not sufficient and its version number should be included in the database.

DECISION 4: Include model version number in the database.

Heinke Schlünzen expressed a wish to organize an overview meeting of the draft evaluation guidelines on 6th and 7th of November, 2006 in Hamburg.

Ranjeet Sokhi asked to structure the work into tasks and appoint task leaders. Heinke Schlünzen agreed to redraft the work in terms of tasks and provide names of task leaders.

ACTION 5: Heinke Schlünzen to structure the work into task and appoint task leaders.

MEETING ON 2nd OF JUNE, STARTING 11.15, SUMMARY FROM WG2 AND WG3 GROUPS
Alexander Baklanov presented activities of WG2 on Integrated systems of MetM and CTM: strategy, interface and module unification

One progress report has been realized. The chairman was considering a joint workshop of WG2 with the Nordic Network of Fine-Scale modelling (Net-Fam). Marko Kaasik suggested the meeting could take place in Estonia. It was decided to consider this point under the discussions of the other meeting. 

Plans for the next 6 months were presented:

Task 2.1, Off-line models and interfaces, 

Task leader is Barbara Fay

Task 2.2 Model down-scaling and nesting, including data assimilation,

 Task leader is Alain Clappier, with Maria Athanassiadou as task deputy leader

Task 2.3 On-line coupled modelling systems, including feedback mechanisms,

 Task leader Jacek Kaminski, with Alexander Baklanov deputy.

Task 2.4. Models unification and harmonization

Task leader Valentin Foltescu

There are 5 deliverables in WG2:

D.2.1.Overview of existing integrated (off-line and on-line) mesoscale systems. The group is working on the final report, with deadline of 20 June 2006. Heinke Schlünzen points to the need to coordinate and link with the activities of WG4 on topic 1.

D.2.2. Identification of the advantages and disadvantages of strategies for integration of MetM and CTM/ADMs. Planned to be delivered December 2006.

D.2.3. Development of guidance and strategy for on-line coupling of MetM and CTM/ADM and their off-line interfacing. Planned to be delivered February 2007.

D.2.4 and D.2.5. have deadlines after 2007 and information is therefore not available yet.

To a question about how the reports should contribute to the final report, Ranjeet Sokhi informed the group that he will circulate suggestions for the final report, and this will be updated every 6 months.

ACTION 6: Ranjeet Sokhi to circulate format and considerations on content of final report

Mikael Sofiev presented activities of WG3 on Mesoscale models for air pollution and dispersion applications.

At their meeting the group started by reviewing the WG3 web site.

It was pointed out that WG3’s web site is on its own server. It was criticised in the review of the COST715 action, that the description of the COST715 activities were spread on several Web places and not placed on a central Web for the entire action. There should be only one COST728 Web page. It is unavoidable to have information on several Web pages, but it was stressed that links should never be given to the WG page but always to the main COST728 Web-page.

DECISION 3: Always refer to the main COST728 Web page, never to the WG Web pages.

ACTION 7: Everyone involved in the COST728 should give a link to their institution.

The specific tasks are:

Task 3.1. Model review, documentation, databases etc. John Duros is task leader for the population of the database. The database should be populated by end of July 2006. The analysis of the database will be performed in several steps. Deadline end of July 2006.

DECISION 4: Population of the data base deadline - end July 2006.

Task 3.2 Model examination

Task 3.3 Identification of limitations and potential methodology improvements

Task 3.4 Examination of model applications, case studies

Task 3.5 Link to climate modelling groups/link to end users

Joanna Struzewska is task leader for the guides summary of the database, deadline end of September 2006.

Based on the information, the analysis of episodes and types of problems will be undertaken for the following 3 regions:

1. Mediterranean

2. Central and Eastern Europe

3. Northern and Western Europe

with first results expected to be available at the next MC-meeting, lead by Joanna Struzewska.

General discussion

Ranjeet Sokhi discussed action plans for monitoring progress.

ACTION 8: Every country to send a short status report on relevant research, to be published on the COST728 Web-page. Ranjeet Sokhi will send guidelines for the format of the report. Deadline within 6 months.

ACTION 9: Summary by WG leaders on task progress, to be circulated to the whole group.

ACTION 10: All participants and Task and WG leaders should monitor their work commitments and highlight any impact on their contribution to COST 728. 
Pavol pointed out that it is important to keep a list of all participants in the action. The WG groups should monitor all participating members. This will be used in the evaluation of the action at the end. It was emphasised that only the list of management committee members will be at the COST office.

Information on the content of the database will be circulated. Everybody is welcome to search and suggest data to insert in the database. John Duros will send an e-mail to the group. The deadline for inserting data in the database is the end of July 2006.

ACTION 11: Everyone to send information on training courses to Marko Kaasik.

ACTION 12: WG1 and WG3 should send information about their activities to be put on the COST728 Web page. The description should be made in the same format as the other two working groups. Deadline is around the end of June 2006 – already in MC Actions.
ACTION 13: Barbara Fay pointed out that it would be good to update the information on the action on the Web-page. Therefore she proposed to try to update with current progress by mid July 2006.
