Minutes of the fourth Management Committee meeting of COST action 728

held in Warsaw, Poland on 2 June 2006

ACTIONS
1. It was decided to cover meeting expenses of all participants from COST countries. (COST Office)

2. It was decided to provide Joanna Struzewska with 2000 EURO to cover expenses incurred in organizing the meeting. (JS to follow this up with the COST Office) 
3. It was decided to allocate 2000 EURO as a contribution to the work by Heinke Schlünzen on the database (HS to follow this up with the COST Office).
4. To invite an expert from ECMWF for the next COST728 meeting (AB to suggest and expert and make contact, RSS will then send a formal invitation)

5. To invite George Grell from NOAA, Colorado to participate in the next meeting (RSS to send invitation)

6. To invite Sandro Finardi to the next COST728 meeting (GF to follow up)

7. To support printing of 2 publications from the working groups (RSS to discuss with WG Leaders)

8. It was decided to support the participation of one delegate in the ICUC conference in Göteborg. (≈ 1000 EURO) (MT to make a claim for attendance)

9. To support the organization of the next COST728 meeting with up to 3000 EURO, provided the money is available from the budget (S-EG to follow this up with the COST Office)

10. It was decided unanimously to accept Turkey to the action (RSS to send a formal invitation)

11. It was decided that Ranjeet Sokhi should contact Eugene Genikhovich (Russia) to invite him to join the action 
12. WG Leaders were asked to send update information for the COST728 Web page (Deadline End of June, mainly for WG1 and WG3)

13. The contact persons for UAQ2007, ICUC, EMS, Harmo, ITM and SRNWP should send in information on activities.
14. It was decided that Ranjeet Sokhi should invite Professor Maithili Sharan to submit an Expression of Commitment.
15. Ulrike Pechinger to clarify status of the second Austrian representative
1. WELCOME TO PARTICIPANTS

The chair of the action, Ranjeet Sokhi, welcomed the participants and formally thanked Joanna Struzewska, the host of the meeting, for the wonderful arrangement.

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MCM4/D1 
The agenda for the meeting was adopted unanimously.

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

MCM4/D2 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved unanimously.

4. REPORT FROM THE SCIENTIFIC OFFICER, Pavol Nejedlik

1. Pavol Nejedlik informed the  group that the COST programme has adopted a new structure for the domains. There are now 9 domains, each with a separate committee. COST728 belongs to the ESSM (Environmental System Science and Environmental Management) domain. These changes will have no impact on COST728. 

2. Australia is now formally associated with the COST programme. 

3. At the request of the chairman, Pavol Nejedlik presented a detailed power point presentation of the new structure of the COST programme.

4. Sylvain Joffre reported that he has been appointed the new director of the ESSM domain. Pavols Nejedlik used this opportunity to thank Sylvain for his efforts and contribution to COST728.

5. Pavol Nejedlik stated that there are now 22 signatories; Canada and Sweden have been officially accepted.

6. Pavol Nejedlik reported that in January 2006 the budget for this COST728 action was 60400 EURO. Anticipating that the current meeting has a budget of approximately 25.000 EURO, the COST728 action has at the moment 40 to 44 thousand EURO to spend this year. The money cannot be transferred to 2007.

5. BUDGET

Allocation of the remaining funds was discussed. 

MCM4/D3 
It was decided to cover meeting expenses of all participants from COST countries.

MCM4/D4 
It was decided to provide Joanna Struzewska with 2000 EURO to cover expenses incurred in organizing the meeting. 

MCM4/D5 
It was decided to allocate 2000 EURO as a contribution to the work by Heinke Schlünzen on the database.

Additional activities that could be supported were discussed. These were:

1. to invite an expert from ECMWF for the next COST728 meeting;

2. to invite George Grell from NOAA, Colorado to participate in the next meeting;

3. to invite Sandro Finardi to the next COST728 meeting;

4. to promote the COST728 action by supporting participation of experts from COST728 in the ICUC (International Conference on Urban Climate) conference in Göteborg (12-16 June 2006) and the EMS (European Meteorological Society) conference in Ljubljana, 4-8 September 2006;

5. to support printing of 2 publications from the working groups.

MCM4/D6 
It was decided to invite an expert from ECMWF to the next meeting (expense of ≈ 700 EURO).

MCM4/D7 
It was decided to invite George Grell (NOAA, Colorado, USA) to the next meeting (expense of ≈ 1500 EURO).

MCM4/D8 
It was decided to invite Sandro Finardi (WG2) for the next meeting (expense of ≈ 700 EURO)

MCM4/D9 
It was decided to support printing cost of one publication ( ≈ 7000 EURO)

A lengthy discussion was carried out on the issue of supporting participation in the ICUC and EMS conferences. In both conferences COST728 is explicitly mentioned as a supporting body and COST728 related sessions are being organized by COST728 members. Heinke Schlünzen pointed out that because the possibility for support was not known beforehand, some members did not submit contributions to the conferences, and this new support was not fair to those members who have just submitted contributions. The results of a vote clarified that none of the conferences should be supported. Later in the meeting the issue was brought up again and it was decided by voting that the ICUC conference should be supported, the reason being that 2 of the 3 COST728 participants already have support from other sources and only one participant was in need of additional support to secure participation in the ICUC. Support for the EMS conference can be provided if money becomes available from the budget.

MCM4/D10 It was decided to support the participation of one delegate in the ICUC conference in Göteborg. (≈ 1000 EURO).

MCM4/D11 It was decided unanimously to support the organization of the next COST728 meeting with up to 3000 EURO, provided the money is available from the budget.

6. STSM STATUS

The point was not discussed but may need to be raised if budget was available.
7. PUBLICATION, ANNUAL REPORT

The point was not discussed explicitly except in terms of allocating budget for one publication. The annual report had been circulated previously.
8. EVALUATIONS

The point was not discussed

9. REQUEST FOR NEW MEMBERS

MCM4/D12 
It was decided unanimously to accept Turkey to the action.

10. SELF FUNDED COST PARTICIPANTS.

MCM4/D13 
It was decided that Ranjeet Sokhi should contact Eugene Genikhovich (Russia) to invite him to join the action. 
11. NON-COST PARTICIPANTS

MCM4/D14 
Macau was unanimously approved to participate in the action.

12. WEB NEWS

WG Leaders were asked to send update information for the COST728 Web page.

13. PROGRESS OF WORKING GROUPS

The point was not discussed except that it was agreed that information will be sent by e-mail.

14. COLLABORATION AND INTERACTIONS

The collaboration with ACCENT and COST732 is ongoing. A group or contact person for the collaboration of COST724 should be appointed.

15. CONFERENCES, MEETINGS

The contact persons for UAQ2007, ICUC, EMS, Harmo, ITM and SRNWP should send in information on activities.

16. LONG TERM PLANNING

The point was not discussed as much of the discussions had taken place during WG meetings. 
17. TIME AND PLACE FOR THE NEXT MEETING

MCM4/D15 
It was decided to organize the next meeting in Denmark 15-17 November 2006 at the Risø National Laboratory. It was pointed out that 2 working days, as there was here in Warsaw, is rather short for COST728 meetings. It was therefore decided to schedule 3 days for the next meeting.

18. AOB (ANY OTHER BUSINESS)

The intention of the Centre of Atmospheric Science, New Delhi, India to join the action, represented by Professor Maithili Sharan, was discussed. Details have already been presented and discussed by the participants in plenary technical meetings. It was decided to approve Professor Maithili Sharan and invite him to send his Expression of Commitment. Sylvain Joffre reported that the formal approval of his participation was up to the COST programme and the Expression of Commitment will be an important document in making the decision.

MCM4/D16 
It was decided that Ranjeet Sokhi should invite Professor Maithili Sharan to submit an Expression of Commitment.

19. CLOSURE

The chair closed the meeting
